Derek Chauvin Cleared of Third-Degree Murder Charges, Other 
Charges Upheld 
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The police officer who perhaps ended the life of a black criminal, St. George Floyd, has been released on 
bond and charged with several crimes. The Daily Beast has the latest: 


Chauvin...still faces charges of second-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter. In his 
(judge’s) judgement, Cahill ordered the third-degree murder charge to be dropped because the state 
would need to prove that Chauvin put “others” in danger with his actions, whereas he only put Floyd’s 
life in danger when he knelt on the 46-year-old’s neck for nearly nine minutes. The charges of aiding 
and abetting second-degree murder and aiding and abetting second-degree manslaughter against the 
other officers involved—Tou Thao, Thomas K. Lane, and J. Alexander Kueng—have been upheld. The 


dismissal of the third-degree murder charge will be stayed...to allow the state prosecution to appeal. A 
March 8, 2021, trial date has been set. 


Reporter Loug Raguse explains the oddity of a third-degree murder charge: 


For more context on the charges Chauvin faces — 2nd degree murder is the traditional intentional 
murder charge used, and 2nd-degree manslaughter is the most common charge used against officers 
in deadly use of force. 3rd degree murder is a rarely-used, strange statute in MN. 3rd degree murder is 


often described as someone who would “Fire a gun at a moving train” or drive a car into a crowd of 
people on a sidewalk.” 
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Given the footage of Floyd resisting arrest and the egregious nature of kneeling on someone’s neck for 
multiple minutes coupled with multiple autopsies that contradict themselves in terms of cause of Floyd’s 
death, | predict Chauvin will get a slight sentence and the other officers get a slap on the wrist. We shall see 
next year when the trial starts. 
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